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4 HIS place, being by the diſcretion of a Royal 
© ® Umpire appointed for the Rendezvons of the 
approaching Parliament ; is at preſent look'd' 
on as a Metropolis , from whence that cried up 
Commodity of News is only to be had at the 

ſyſt hand and diſperſed by rera:l to all remoter places. 

Suppoſing it - therefore probable that any New Coi7 report 
fromhence may not only gain acceptance from its /Zamp of Novelty, 
but credit from the reputation of its Mint : 1 am willing ſo far 
to ſatisfie your curioſity , as to ſet my weak abilities on the rack, 
to extort ſore languiſhing deſcription of our thoughts and con- 
ures on the intricacies of the preſent junQure of affairs, 
 Weare ſenſible that His Majeſties late putting a Drfſolution to 
a Reſolving Parliament, and giving their great pretenſions ts 
diſcovery, a Nonpluzs, (by a previous Prorogation even at that 
very time when their prophetic fears were contriving a longer 
Seton) did ſtrangely diſquiet thoſe of the like occupation, who 
had been told by popular Abettors that by their crafts they 
ſhould get no ſmall gain; and at the ſame time ſo fall of wrath 
that they would poſhbly have filed not only the whole City, but 
the Realm with confaſion, had n .Majefties moſt admirable 
Wiſdom diverted their though oly buſying them in 
freſh canvaſing for new Repreſentati + T his politic Whetſtone 
turn'd the edge of their fury, and it did ſomewhat abate the 
forrow for their late demoliſhed goddefs, to think it was in their 
power to ereF a new one, and for the quicker expedition (as well 
as from.:a ſence of gratitude for paſt ſervices) they reſolve it 
ſhall be out of the ſame materials and chief Corner ſtones which 
were plucked from the former. 

. Weconfefs to have no ſuch vxlpar thoughts as to give our 
Ipprobation of the common hancur lanets; ſince we ſuppoſe it 
was as 'much againſt the Intereſ# as Honour of EleQive Societies, 
which being the Trading part of wy Nation are much concern'd 
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in the maintenance of undiſturb'd Traffique,but this being upheld 
chiefly by peace and fatisfaQtion at home , muſt needs be dimini. 
ſhed by employing the diſturbers of our fetled Tranquility: Apain 
ſome of them were particularly concerned not to diſoblige ſo 
good a Cuſtomer as His Majeſty, who , they knew no doubt, 
deſired to ſee new faces when he diſmiſſed the Old ones. If they 


neglected Intereſt they might have conſulted Honour, and confi. 


dered-what a ſhame it would be, that Counties and Corporations 
ſhould be judg'd ſo barren of honeſt Gentlemen that the ſame 
only ſhould be thought capable of undertaking fo great a truſt; 
but alas they were ſo far b:af"d with prejudice, that they neither 


l:arn'd to the ſober conlideration of Profit or Fame ; nay theſe: 


two inconſiderate Remora's put fo little a ſtop to their Zeal, az 
they rather promoted their violence ; they were told perhaps 
that Lex Talionis was a Limb of Magna Charta, and thought it 
therefore a piece of priviledge in the Sbjet? to:quit ſcores with 
their Soveraign, and fince he had ſo oft denied their humble 
Petitions it were but reaſon for them to thwart. his deſires; And 
as to the laſtzthey were loath to take New Adventurers in the good 
eld cauſe, ſuppoſing experienced Soldiers could beſt ſhoot at the 
{ame Mark. How zealous their intentions , how reſolute and 
how effeRual their endeavours have been to reduce the old dif 
located Members to a reunited body, the conſequence beſt ſhews, 
For our experience beſt tells us the Plaſtich vertue which. was 
inherent in the Commonalty would operate on no other matter 
but the ſame , as only capable of introducing the ſame form; fo 
that our dull Ariſtotle is now to be baffled , while ſuch Machins 
of nature can do more th e her ſelf, a privatione ad babitum 
dare regreſſum. | 
— Thus did the faQiot 
noble Example for the 


ſetropolis lead the Van, and ſet a 
to. follow ; they firſt argue the caſe 


in Dialogues and Advices to Eleitors. Wherein they plainly fliew# 


there was no way left of extirpating Popery , accommodating 
differences, ſecuring Liberty, and preventing Arbitrary power, 
but by employing thoſe they had already experienced to be fuch 
ſtout Champions in fo commendable a quarrel; and therefore, 
well ſuppoſing they. could not be more zo the life repreſented, 
when the time of Eleftion comes and the ſame Gentlemen Nomi- 
nated to.ſcrve them , the unanimous Voters (without the tedious 
ceremony of poling) lift. up.their hands on high,. and extoll the 

| name 
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name of all thoſe their heated affetions were ſo intent upon. The 
Lord Mayor, it is true, was fo grand a Patriot of their cauſe and 
zealous a. promoter and defender of .their r75ghr of Perzt;oning', 
that it is more than. probable they would nor in civillity haye' 
denied him the Honour, if he would have vouchfaf*d his accep- 
tance ; but his modeſty,.or policy. declares. himſelf no ways 
ambitious of it,;- and fo gives leave that the Compoſirum may 
reſult. out iof the ſame quaternion of Elements it conſifted- of 
before. _ =? 0M 
. And ths, Urbis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis, For as 

*far-as our intelligence reaches , we do: not hear but that the 
' fame Perſons haye carried it in moſt Elections, to the great- 
- Charges and diſappointment of all their Competitors. Particularly 
" this City (which Af like does always kick againft that indulgent 

dam which lets her ſuck from her fo plentiful'a livelyhood) does: 

fo nduſtriouſty ( I mean ex induſtria ) oppoſe whoever in ſuch: 

caſes the Univerſity recommends to them , that ſcorning in their 
FF own Rhetorick to have it ſaid, the Univerſity ſhould chooſe them a 
Parliament Han , they have refus'd a neer Neighbour and Loyal 
Gentleman , for being too much a Scholar , and pick'd out the: 
two former. Cocks of the game , '(though they both riſe from the 
dunghill) to fight out the prize they are ſo deeply engaged for. 
- It would have been unmannerly indeed for the Citizens not to- 
hearken- to- their noble Chancellour, who not only interceded 
by friends ; but appear'd himſelf in Perſon (though for the ſame” 
thing he formerly received a juſt check from His Majeſty ) to- 
promote the intereſt and ericreaſe the partie of his two-friends- 
| To:this end H# Grace upon timely notice arrives here to exert. 
't thePriviledge of his freedom, and let the World know he had- 
.4.City as well as a Houſe Vote :. Andthough he was ſo violently 
engaged againſt the Court partie, he turns Courtier is flattering 
the People, and in the ſenſleſs noife of the Tumultuous croud 
he waves his Torgice and Hat in crying up a Whorwood a Whorwoodz 
in.this manner for all his pretended hatred to Popery he walks in 
Fwoceſſionthrough the ſtreets,and ſcrapes,cringes,and complements 
to all the Cloak'd fraternitie, though ( if 1 am not miſinform'd) 
lis own Porter once took the chief of them but for Fidlers. © As 
he was his friends chief Advocate he thinks it hisduty to become - 
Oratour, therefore in two or three ſhort.and ſiveet 'oratiuncles 
(each of which might haye been Printed by F, S, for a Speech of 
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a Noble Peer of the Realm) he exhorts them to make the fame 
worthy, choiſe, and not hearken to the clamorous ſuggeſtions of 
Popiſhly..affeted Scholars, and he plaies his part fo; well thar 
the whole rabble Wb;/Hle after the ſame tne, and to our Loyab 
objeRions of No Fanaticks, No Latitudinarians, they give the 
thundring replie of No Pope, No Clergie ; nay one of the moſt ... 
fattious Mechanicks hearing a Graduate exclaiming Vo Rownd- 
head, No Round-head , icraping his wit out of a Cap, gave the 
ingenious repartee of No Square-head, No Square-head. Thus 
were we poor Scholars miſerably baffled in all our pretences to 

Arts and Sciences: We muſt trot back to the Grammar-School 
to know how to decline Yariabile vulgws, and to learn in what 

caſe to put that fleeting Polyproton , ( though the witty Rogues 
confeſs when we and their Wives like :wo Subſtantives meet toge- 
ther, we have the skill to put our ſelves in the Genitive) Then 

in the very firſt rudiments of Logick we are vaſtly to ſeck, ſince 
we muſt now from their #»divided engagement in the ſame fa&ion 

take the word Rabble, though predicatur de multts to be an Indi- 

2iduum vagum. And our sKill in Rhetorick is quite exploded, 

no plauſible arguments are found effeual to move the reſolute 

Multitude., which being tied to the maſt of prejudice put # 
Waxen-eard deafneſs to all our Syrenical perſwaſions , but here's 
our comfort, experiencenever found their Conſorts ſo inexorable. 

Yet at leaſt though the Scholars (in more than one ſenſe) their 

benefaRours, could ſcarce recover a good Yore (i. e. wiſh) in 

recompence , yet ſure they might conſider what honour to the 

place and profit to the: Inhabitants, is likely to accrue from His 

Majeſties appointing ſo numerous a convening here ,. and from 

hence ſhould reſult ſome*'ſpark of gratitude to induce them in 

ſotne particular manner to expreſs their thanks in return for ſ6 

great a.favourz. but how contrary herein the torrent. of their 
actions hath:run to their duty, any one knows, who' does but. 
coglider, that His Majeſty in the laſt Parliament was pleafed cx- 
preſly to intimate his diſlike of one of their re-choſen Repreſents- 
tives, though thinking him ſomewhat below his notice , he did 
it in a facetious Nick-name : 


He being one ——- Who by book.ov by crook, 
Were reſolved to rout the Pope and the Duke. 


Well 


£5 

Well but perhaps Sir, you will ask me why we ſeem angry with 
our City , for taking in a-like caſ&the ſame priviledge with the 
.Wniverlity 5 who have ſo unanimouſly returned to the ſucceeding 
Parliament 'thoſe two Gentlemen who repreſented them in the 
laſt: The inequality of reaſons would ſoon give you an anſyer ; 
' I ſhall only ſay that we are fo far from ſutpe&ing diſlike of our 
fame choice, that we F::v+ reaſon to think had all the other 
Members been Perſons of :« treat Loyalty,Prudenceand Integrity, 
both King and Subject hac been quitted of the trouble of recol- 
letinga new Body. It is true one of thoſe worthy Perlons had 
- but ſmall encouragement to reingage himſelf in our ſervice, 
being formerly ſome time forc'd to be a Secluded Member , but 
| hope he will be more civilly entreated , when he is within the 
verge of his own Liberty. | 

But Sir, if you. enquire ſome freſher news, and deſire my 
opinion whither the approaching Seſſions are likely to be durable, 
or an happy accommodation feaſible, I am ( though Academicus 
Awicus)) fuch a Novice in Court policie and ſo vnacquainte 
vith State affairs, that I do notat leaſtpretend'to an ability of 
giving a ſatisfaftory anſwer. All I can fay is, we humbly ac- 
knowledge the honour done unto'us by His Majeſty in'accepting 
of a Colledge for his Palace, and making a Coxrr of our Academy. 
Wetherefore' freely reſign our Chambers to more Noble Inhabi- 
tants, and wiſh there might be as much uſe of our Studies. We 
readily. take His Majeſties deſires for Commands, and are prepared 
tpwithdraw to make room for better Company; and as many of 
W25are not like to have the happineſs of being retained for His: 
Majefties Security, will retire at a diſtance and pray for His 
Preſorvation. 

In the mean time we hope this place may fo far ſympathize 
with its noble-Chancellours Deputyſhip , as to ſtifle all the vene- 
mous contagions of diſaffeted Spirits , to diſſolve all the ſpecious 
Cobwebs of diſloyalty, by irritating the artifices of Wiredrawing 


Sinfters, and finally to corre all miſapprehenſions, and create 


a right underſtanding both of and berweer all parties; that ſo 
withoutany longer interruption, Plotters of all forts may receive 
luch a Doomas ſhall be a juſt recompence for all their labours ;, yet 
that the popular clamours for juſtice may not ſtop the due and 
regular courſe of it, but that all Opponents may. acquieſce in 
thedetermination-of their wiſe Moderator ; - and not proceed -- 

expoſe 
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Expoſe the weakneſs of their own cauſe by a too clamorous en: 
deayour, to invalidate the arguments. and vilifie the Perſons of 
their unhappy Adverſaries.. To this end we — wiſh there 
may be no grudges or animoſities fomented , no ſuſpicions or 
zealouſies created, or revived; no biaſlingdiftraRions to divert 
regular proceedings; and no new varmpt contentions to engage 
vs in old quarrels. We do not therefore ſo much deſpair of 
better ſucceſs from the ſame Perſons , as we hope an alteration 
'of the place may effe& ſome change in their proceedings, that 
they be not agajn ſo niggardly as to deny neceſſary ſupplies, fo 
timorous as to pretend they will be miſapplied , and fo impudent 
as to avouch they want a KIN G whom they may truſt;, but that 
a ſence of their Errors may ſo far extimulate them to their duty, 
as readily to comply with His Majeſties juſt deſires, for the more 
facile attainment of their own z whereby a happy harmony ariſing 
'between King and People, all true Subjeas may have reaſon to- 
bleſs this our Sor for its pacifick property. If this be the happy 
event, we diſpoſeſſed Gown-men may be ſoon reinſtated in our 
old manſions, it being probable His Majeſty may then adjourn 
the agreeing Company to their Old quarters. Nay if our hopes 
fail.inthis, our Succeffors may be forc'd more ſuddenly to reſign, 
for if Siſyphus like they will roul up the ſame ſtone, they muſt 
expeda.to tumble down with it 5 And if they think their late Pre- 
fidents Tufficient authority -for the ſame proceedings, let them ham- 
wer out what intentions they will ypon the Anvil! of Reſolyes, 
His Majeſty may diſtinguiſh between the Finis Opers &Operantss, 
and give the Afors an. Exit before the Play ended. As we heartily 
deprecate this effet , ſo we as ſincerely abominate thoſe courſes 
which are probable to be the cauſe of it; for how much their 
harping on-the ſame ſtring (will not only untune themſelves, but) 
docs jar againſt our united ſentiments will eaſily appear from 
taking a tranſitory proſpett of our-Religion and Loyalty. va 
As to the firſt we, who are ſo providently educated-in the 
Seminaries of true Religion and Learning , are not-fo'blinded with 
ignorance nor hoodwinkt with Error , but that we can give a 
plain and clear account of our Faith, and the Reaſons of it. We', 
are not ſo rigorouſly tied to any Dogma's of Philofophy ,- but 
that we can make any. the moſt perſuaſive rational deduQtions. 
proſtrate and ſuccumbent to our Faith; yet are we not on'the: 
other [ide ſo far elevated with Enthuſiaſme, as to think all jmcow- 
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Wehenſible infallible and conclude with that credulous Father 
Certum oft quia impoſſibile. No, we at the ſame time beware of 
being deceived through Philoſophy and vain deceit > and yet 
xe {enfible there muſt be ſome uſe of Reaſon in the making out 
Meieies neil, - On the other hand our ſophiſtry does not 
tranſport us ſo far as to diſpute with preſumption, the Methods 
of omniporence;z to wrack our brains with that critical Philoto- 
pher in fincling out the Materials God firſt ruck light with; or 
with that inquiſitive fool to demand, how God could find employ- 
ment before the Creation, We let our Logical reaſon make no 
excurſions beyond their ultimate obje& =3y vourry, and therefore 
rather acore then enquire into any Jvgron7d, tremendous myſteries 
of Religion 3 while we whittle at all heavenly inſpir*d Bagpipes , 
nd look upon . inquiſitive Record-ſearchers' of the ſupreme 
judge, but as bold Afﬀtrologers who faucily pretend to bring 
mtelligence from the privy Councel of. Heaven, as if they had 
pickt the Cabinet of fate throngh the Keyhole of the ſtars. 
Neither does our education to ſcievce induce us to ſcorn, con-=. 
temn, or turn into ridicule ſo ſacred a Name as Conſcience; which 
firikes us [ur do verbere,not-in ſuch a ſenſe as if we were deaf to all 
ts impulles, or Adder-like remained unmoy'd, charm it never {0 
niſely:No,we honour it as implanted byGod for aſincereRegiſter 
of our ations, an impartial Cenſor of our affetions, and a happy 
Moderator of our paſſions; - and. therefore we willingly hearken 
toits ſuggeſtions when it would Bridle and reſtrain our inclinati- 
ons to ſin. Yet we laugh at thoſe who would deifie it with ſo 
grand an omnipotence, as to make it Lord and Maſter over all 
tieir thoughts, words, and deeds, independently from its juſt rule , 
whocreate cauſeleſs doubts and queries, and then travail in a criti- 
abfatisfactiong who think all their a&tions but deeds of darkzeſs 
unleſs ctearly:guided by. ſuch /:zght within, We know that as in 
reference to-us ,| it is a Natwral inftintt, To in ſome reſpeR it is & 
*rtue conſiſting ina dye mean, Too much or too little is equally 
exorbitant; nay we find the pretenders to it in the higheſt degree, 
have. been' more fatal and deſtruve to the deſigns of good 
Governtnent , then thoſe whoſe fear'd hearts have diſclaimed' 
any ſhare; . theſe laſt reſt-quiet withoſelf preſervation, and make 
wdifturbances to propagate their fancies or opinions; but'the 
former take the falſe Alarms of that ſtriking deity within them , 
hr ſ9'many Qracles which muſt be =: 6a though to their 
, OW 
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ewn'ruine and the deftruCtion of others: they difſent from theig 
Brethren out of idle Capricios of their brains, and then pretend 
inſuperable ſcruples; they take offence where no occaſion ig 
offered, and then quarrel at others for giving ſcandal ; finally 
they debauch their conſcience into a reſolute humour and then 
daub it over with the ſpecious Title of tender, And E 


What's tender Conſcience? — It © a botch 
That will not bear thegentleſt touch , 

But breaking out difpatches more 

Then the Epidemical'ſt Plapye ſore. 


| A ſmall burden hurts a galld horſes back , ſo the moſt ſighs 
and innocent impoſitions which come from ſuperiours rub and 
= againſt their ſqueaſie conſciences, and if they are denied 

liberty of difſenting , they will take the licenſe of revolting, 
and when once they will become Sbje& no longer for conſcience 
fake, they zealouſly invade, Periecute, and Murder, their 
reſtraining Governours , and think in their conſcience they 
do God ſervice, We pitty their miſtakes, but deſpair to reQtifie 
them, fince they are not come to the firſt ſtep of amendment (viz.) 
acknowledgment of a fault. Let them therefore continue in 
their obſtinacy , we'll allow their weakrnef 74 be a juſt plea. Yet 
we cannot but reflect on their hypocrifie , for let ſuch cautiouſly 


*preciſe Zealots never ſo much pretend to a care of not offending 


that little Deity within them, it is caſily to be perceived they 
are notorious diffemblers, for while a few of our innocent ce- 
remonies cannot be made to glide through the fine ſive of their 
conſcience, the grofler and more heavy bullets of {in, as Pride, 
Lying, Whoredom, and the like do with eaſe hyeak their way 
through ;. thus their all powerful conſcience is of no greater 
farce then a Spiders fowling Net, wherein the larger and more 
fluttering inſe&s do ſoon buſtle through , while the weaker Fly 
is denied 2 paſſage out. When conſcience ſerves thus for a 
pretext to diſſoyalty by wavering in doubts only to remain 
fiedfaſt in ſelf-opinion , we look upon her as a peeviſh il)-natur'd 
flut, that ſhould not by Tofc#ation have her filly humour in all 
things , but be ſeverely dealt with, till her modeſty reach her 
better; manners then ſullenly to contradit her ſuperiours com- 
a-ands, The fad cffcAs of which croſs grain'd moroſenels.in 

| xeference 
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reference to the irritating the deſigns of civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
policy » experience has ſo lately imprinted on our Memory, that 
no AR of oblivion can ever deface , while the pretence of con- 
ſcience ſerving for an impoſſibility of compliance , when preſsd 
hard, often breaks out into an opetFrefiſtance of thoſe powers 
it cannot obey. 

Or conſcience being otherwiſe inſtructed, teaches ws better 
things which are ſome other Branches of our Religion, We 
honour Epſcopacy as a facred Office of the moſt Primitive inſti- 
tution, and think Party as great a Solecifme in Church, as State. 
And we not only acknowledge a- due reſped to the funion in 
general, but highly commend that order of it which the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors has ſertled in this Nation , and therefore think 
their envy blameworthy who cannot aKow them their due right 
ofprofit, or honour ;, but would firſt degrade them from Peerage, 
and then crumble their revenues into many ſubdiviſions. As we 
do not think this excellent Church Government could otherwiſe 
be kept inviolate from the rapine of Birds of prey, unleſs ſheltred 
under the wings of Af-narchy; ſo we hope our Princes will think 
their Autocrahe in prerogative (though not meerly inconſiſtent, 
yet ) very unſtable except ſupported with the wiſe upholding 
Columns of Epiſcopacy. 

We eſteem of the Liturgy as an exact manual of Deyotion , 
to all wel-pen'd Petitions whereof our conſcience can ſafely ſay 
Amen; and pitty the blind arrogance of thoſe who rely ſo much 
0n their parts, as to ſcornto take a ready dreſt oration to accoſt 
Omnipotency with, but tranſpoxted with the Spirit of nonſence, 
tautology , and impertinency , unmannerly difgorge what their 
haſty digeſtion throws uppermoſt, to the nauſeous diſguſt of all 


medeſt hearers. 


| Wepay a reſpe& and obedience (not a veneration) to legal 
ceremonies without calling into queſtion the authority of the 
impoſer , and therefore are neither ſo aſhamed of a grucified 
Saviour, as to refuſe the wearing his badge in Baptiſme; nor ſa 
aerſe to decency as to abhor the uſe of an outward fign of purity, 
orthink the Surplais a ſuperſtitious upper Garment Tor firſt came 


out of the ycſtiary of the Fewiſh Harlot, or the wardrobe of the 
Babyloniſh Whore. 4 T ho 


- Inpoints of Worſhip we acquit our ſelves true Members of 
SE nn. embers 


B 2 ' Neither 


[16 ] 
Neither too mean, nor yet too gay. 


While we equally reje& the pompous extravagancy of She on: 
the hills, and the ſordid fluttgry of She in the vall;e, Therefore, 
though 'we think the Tabernacles of the moſt high ought not to, 
be ſo finely tric\.ed up with the worx of mens hands, as ſhall 
with their dazling luſtre divert the Cevotion of gazing ſuppli-- 
cants ;_ yet blame their penuriouſneſs who, will not allow Gods 
Houſes ſuch fitting Ornaments as gnay diſtinguiſh them from 
common habitations. 

"Thus we deſpiſe the pageantry of Crucifixes, the foolery of 
beads, and thedrollery of an unknown Tongue in the perfor- 
mance of Divine ſervice, yet we think there may be ſome fit 
helps to agitate and ſtir up a drouzy Devotion , therefore we 
{corn,thoſe «yoo unmuſical churls, whoſe Souls are fo far out of 
tune as to jar with their hiſſes the Hallelujah like Melody of our 
Church-Muſic ; we wonder to hear them confeſs that their clod- 
pated minds can be elevated to no higher pitch by ſuch a charm» 
ing hatmiony ; fince we know that truly devout and humbly pious 
Souls can like another David, when the Aſuſic plates, have the 
hand of the Lord come upon them , and like a heavenly Quire of 
rational Larks, at the fame time ſing and mount upward. 

In like manner we laugh at the name of Pope,yet retain that of 
Prieſt. We would knee!, yetnot Worſhip the creatures in the 
Sacrament. We would not Judaize,yet neither profane oneday 
in ſeven; and we think it hard to determin to which. more pro- 
perly belongs the imputation of folly, to the devoutly. prodigal 
Papiſt who officiouſly folemnizes more than halfe thoſe ſv days 
He ſhould labour in,to the commemoration of ſome fititious Saintz 
or to the {ordidly thrifty Puritan, who, as it is obſerved by 
Poets, of Envy it ſelf, Feſtos dies non aget, will keep no holy day: 
As ih all other things ſo in this, we follow our more regulas 
Moth@e the Church of England , which like virtue plac'd be- 

"tween two extreams, and yet like our Saviour crucified between 
*two Thieves, reje&ts many of that too numerous Catalogue 
"which his Holineſs has falſely intruded into that Army of Saints 
-and Martyrs, andyet on the other hand as diſcreetly retains the 
,zantient ang venerable cuſtom of ſetting apart ſome appointed 
_ *Uaystoſolemnize the Memory of Chriſt, and his more immediate 
| Succeſſors. | - | In 
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In points of greater muy which the modeſty of eur Church 
kisnot reſol:tely determined , we think a middle opinion the 
beſk;as 095142,2ct2aft.trom:the truth on which (ide' ſoever- it be. 
We ſynpoic rick neither dicd tor univerſal imitation- only; nor 
for partial ſatisfaction; we dilavow the omnipotence of feewill, 
and yer.think man more than a brutiſh machine, We acknow- 
[edge God to have ſome refpeRt of the Perſons of his Ele&, yet 
think the equity of his mercy and-juſtice fearce conſiſtent with 
abſolute reprobation , nor know how on ſuch. a ſuppoſition any 
man may be {aid to work, out his ow ſalvation. While we com- 
pare the immoderate maintainers of each. contrary opinion to 
the fanciful Epicurears on the one hand, and the rigid and au- 
ere Stoicks on the other. The former of which did fondly 
imagin that it was moſt correſpondent to the nature. of an omni- 
potent being, ſerenely to enjoy his Qwierws eſt in ſome upper 
Stax-Chamber of Heaven , and that. it was to-mean and ſordid 
for His Anguſt Majeſty to interrupt his repoſe by refle&ing on 
the Tranſa&ions of things below, and thus in effeR. they did 
no more then dreſs up a careleſs puppet , to which they falſely 
afcribed the Title of Deity : while the other made as it were a 
God of Neceſſity, and impoſed ſuch an inalterable fatality on the 
event of all ſublunary things , . as if God- (like the fancy of a man 
ina dream) only ſported with his own creation. 
| ſhould not give you a farther trouble of peruſing ſuch an ill 
dreſt account of our Faith, unleſs I knew that ſome would ob- 
je; A principal Article of it is omitted,as long as no Mention is 
made how we ſtand affected to the belief of the late Popiſh-Phe. 
In declaring our ſentiments wherein, I think will be offered a fit 
occaſion of vindicating our ſelves from the imputation of Popery, 
whiech has been of late ſo confidently, eagerly, and malicioufly 
aid to our Charge ; And though perhaps barely to. plead Not 
Guilty, would be as inſufficient to the proof of our innocency, 
the like yote in the caſe of another, which being afſerted upon 
Honour, was reported to be meant with the Equivocation of 
Guilty xpon Conſcience. Yet becauſe ſilence might gain the conſent 
of many miſinformed Perſons , I ſhall recite thoſe frivolous 
Reaſons which huddled together helps to compoſe this bulk of 
cumulative Treaſon which we ſtand indited for.. et 
Firſt, becauſe we were ſo ingrateful to the preſeryer of -our 
Lives and Liberties, Mr. Oats, as to deny him the privilege o* 
: 20 | | Legal: 
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- Legal commencement to adegree the Title of which he did al. 
ready enjoy. 

. Secondly, becauſe our Repreſentatives (whichare ſuppoſed as 
not fitting in a perſonal capacity to follow the inclinations of 
thoſe they repreſent) haye not been ſuch vigorous and zealoys 
proſecutors of the late engaged Conſpiracy , as ſo hazardous a 
caſe, pro ar & focis,the preſervation of His Majeſty and ſecurity 
of the Proteſtant Religion did require. 

Thirdly, that we efpouſe too much the intereſt of the Duke 
of York, in having too pu a reſpea for his Perſon, too fayou. 
rable an opinion of his Religion, and too fervent a deſlre of his 
Succeſſion , all which we apparently ſhow by a civil Drinking 
his Health in all Companies and Occaſions. 

Then Fovurthly, becauſe a continued report has made it now 
unqueſtionable that the Clergy of England, in General are more 
then faintly addifted to Popery, the ſeeds whereof they certainly 
ſuck's in this place wherein the moiety at leaſt did firft take their 
Education. | | 

I foreſee that a clear and genuine anſwer to theſe clamorous 
Objefions, would be ſo little effeual for the wiping away ſuch 
malevolent afperſions, as it would but excite the obloquies of 
the vulgar to caſt more dirt upon our reputation; ſince we ſhould 
in a limited fence acknowledge the premiſes, and yet without 
forfeiting our skill in Logic poſitively deny the conclaſien, which 
our popular adyerfaries colle& , viz. our well affeftednefi to 


"I | 
ſhall not deſcend to particulars , but dare ſay thus much for 
eur vindication. | 

We are as averſe to the ſupremacy of a Pope , as we are firmly 
devoted to that of a King. \eare as loath to become Cloiftered 
Friars, as we are aſham?d to turn wandring T:b-preachers. We 
think a Monks cone as ridiculous as a Brothers Cloak ; and are 
fatisfied that Fraying to the fleſh is as impertinent as prating by the 
Spirit, We are ſomewhat unwilling te be ſo far impos'd upon 
as to fiyallow the diſtintion of the Charch and Court of Rome, yet 
we know Peſvits have laid dawn more pernicious principles theo 
many ſober Catholics will confent unto ; we are certain theit 
Policy is greater than their Religios z and obſerve they never 5 
vp their parce to.conyert Heretics but with the Trampet of Sedition, 


nor cr aloud but with the Thundring of Canon : we ike o 
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force lies more in Ammunition than argaments, and often find 
thathe who will not be a profelyte to cthesyReligion,muſt be a Mar- 
tyr to his ow, while for a quicker diſpatch he is helped forward 

being blown up toward Heaven; for they propagate their 
Bloud and Arms, as if they had received fuch a commiſſion from 
their fighting Founder,in commemoration of whom they are Loya- 
to their Soveraign Lord thePope,and Ignatians(3.e. Jfirebrands 
to all the World beſide : Neither do we think 7£artzals Rule an 
Axiomin this caſe. 


Parcere Perfonts dicere de vitiis. 


We would not only have their faults reprov'd, but their 
Perſons puniſhed ; and abftrating from thoſe devilifh machina- 
tions which have been of late diſcovered to be of their contri- 
yance, it is crime ſufficient for their Condemnation that they 
durſt appear in a place, from whence foy the prevention of mifchicf 
they are prudently baniſhed : We know likewiſe that they do 
not run the hazard of their lives upon-ſmall adventures, but that 
to excite them to undergo ſuch apparent dangers, they muſt 
have anſwerable motives, even no leſs then the propagating 
Popery by the utter extirpation of Rroteftaniſme ; after which 
they expect to receive rewards ſuitable to the merit of their 
ſervice, yet we fuppole they themſelves know beſt on whoſe backs 
they brought to the attainment of theſe defires, no 

En 


queſtion they are fatisfied that the moſt effetual way to 
compats ie deſigns, is toremove their great obſtacle the fetled 
hierarchy of the Church of England, whoſe vigilant Shepheards 
deing once drawn off, or made incapable to defend their worried 
Flocks, they can ſoon by a poiſoned fop, a threatning ſtick, or 
ay other frivolous way put to {thence thoſe barking Curs , theſe 
Caterwawling SeQaries that now as faucily, as falfely, pretend 
it is their vigilance only that averts and prevents the invaſton of 
the Enemy. They know Proteſtants to be like a bundle of well- 
packt Ricks , not to be broke by the finews of the ftrongeft Arm 
while their ligament holds firms, but ſo brittle as to be ſnapp'd 
afmnder with little force when unbound, ſeparate, and difunited. 
lt has therefore been all along their politic defign ,- and 
back'd with admirable ſucceſs, firſt ro crumble vs into different 
nn, then to make cach fanezs cſpoule a party ,- and. fo fee 

þ them 
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them all a ſcrambling for trifles; till rightdown blows muſt Uecide 
thedifference; while they, remain houting.SpeRators, promoting 
the quarrel, tiil they themſelves get the-prize the hot-headed 
combatants were fo. cagerly engaged for. - The truth of this is 
moſt excellently demonſtrated by Philanax Anglicus ;, and has 
the concurrent Teſtimony of one of the greateſt witneſſes of this 
Age; though we have reaſon to think he did not cordially deſign 
that advantage, the Goyernours of our Church may occaſionally 
take in reference to the providing for their own ſecurity, becauſe 
he would not accept of L'Strange's farther diſcovery of the ſame 
deſign, though dedicated to him with many civil Complements, 
| In better language than was returned for them at the Council 
Board. | =, | | Wo 
hope from what is ſaid you will eaſily colle@ our Bclief of 
the reality of a Popyſh Flot,, and our dilaftetion to any other 
Religion than our own.z If the rabble will yet proſecute us with 
the loud acclamations of Papiſts, Feſuits, or Dog-Towzer , we 
know not. what better to fay in our own behalf, than what a 
fore-cited Gentleman in the like caſe avouches for his innocency, 
we are true Sons of the Church of England, were never at Mais 
and Finally believe as much-of the Plot as Dr. Oats himlelt. 

' Take now a ſhort account of our Loyalty. 

| Weare (though acquainted with) not wedded to the Demo- 
cratical principles of Ariſtotle and Cicero, We have read (but. 
only to know how the better to confute) thoſe grand Patriots of 
Rebellion and Confuſion : Hobbs, : Milton, Hunton, » and 
others ; we-find their fallacies ſo well diſcoyered in The infom- 
parable Treatiſes of Weldon , Filmer, Diggs and Falkner, that 
weare unqueſtionably ſatisfied that all power is primitively- dele- 
gated by God to his Vicegerents upon .Earth ; that therefore 
their authority is Divine, how croſ-grain'd loever their ations, 
hence. their Perfons ought not to. be undervalued, - nor their 
injunctions ſighted, their. impoſitions ſhould. not be murmured : 
at , nor, their commands diſputed. For. fince the Almighty's 
inprinting his image on the Sons of men_indifferently, -produces 
a reprefeiitation. of. his own'Glory , Obedience, to,the; reprelen+/: 
ratives of the, molt high muſt not, only, be 4:defimce. in reference 
to the Perions obeying, but unverſal inreſpe of the Perions | 
to. be obeyed; Subjects are Seruarits obliged to.pay. their, duty * 
not only to.g00d = gentle Maſters, but alſo $0.the foward; ” 
; ; | we 


frates, We hold likewiſe that the 
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well knowing 2 wicked Pcince is often ordained to be (asont of 
(Romes —_ proudly vaunted himſelf) Flage#rw dos A 
'of God, ſent as a puniſhment for the wickednels.of the People. 
- Wefrom hence diſallow the extorted interpretation-of Saint 
Pts anew dubgwn'olw, as if Magiſtrates were 10 employed and 
ſubſtituted by the People , that they could call in thexr Lent 
authority when they ſuppole it miſapplied to their prejudice : 
No, we pity any ſuch miſerable. errour as ſhall introduce an 
affertion of the right of taking up Arms againſt a lawful Sove- 
raign. Wethink the Name of Prince as Sacred as that of Prieft ; 
and are certain no weapon ought to be formed againſt him: 
while we look upon the ſly Feſr and barge fainted Fanatich as 
two dangerous Philiſtine Foxes ,* that carry between their 2ails 
'that by«nd of confuſion, The lawfud _ of ſupreme Magi- 
erting the due Regalia of 
aPrince is not only the province of a Politician, but many times 
becomes the task of a Divine, whoſe indiſpenſable duty re- 
iring him to inftruQt the People in the performance of all 
Chriſtian duties, be world negleR preſing:home one of the 
greateſt , if he ſhould not ſometimes inſiſt upon that firm obli- 
gation which is laid upon af men , of being ſubjea to the higher 
powers: we much queſtion therefore their true intentions who 
'would confine the ſubje& of a Sermon to Grace, Faith, ſpiritual 
'Muminatipns , beatifick viſions and other tranſporting Topicks , 
while they cenſure as Eccentrical and umpertinent all Pylpit 
diſcourſes Ss and non-reſiftance. 

Again , we ſup at Kings Prerogatives ought not to be 
— on by a pretence of Neefervidg the. Peoples liberty : 
and believe SubjeQshave-no —_— _ their Soveraigns 
anthorlty:0We think it a great 1olecilme in good-manners for 
People ty thallenge a coordinate power with him who is Tet over 
them, and therefore muſtibeabove them all. We underſtand 
'theneme of Monarch-to emply a ſoleſhip of Governmeat ; and 
they who to Menarchy would -add the epithete of mxt , make 
Þut a romraditb5o4n adjefto, if by mixt they mean a Diviſion of - 


power among divers. We know the People had firſt fromthe 


prent of onc'of their Kings , the privilege of ſending -up their 
Fepreentativerte conſult ofthe weighty fie ofthe Kinpdom: 
We have read they were firſt ide to balance the unweildy 
power of the Barons lately abuſed : _ in whatever privileges 


they 
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they have fince encreafed by the permiſſion of Priness; we-are 
fure:their power at utmoſt extends no farther , then: barely to - 
propound and adviſe unto 3 while it is the Kings unqueſtioned 
right to refuſe, orratifie their Motiens. We imagin therefore 
that for bare Yotes to be accounted as Atts, js as great an eq. 
croachment or nonſence, as for a Hox'e of Commons to.challenge 
the Name of Parliament : we think the firſt a miſerable Catachreſy,, 
and know the laſt to be an inſufferable Synechdoche. E 
We judge it convenient that private Perſons ſhould not he 
fach intermedlers.in public affairs, as to notifie to Princes their 
errors in Goyernment, and ſupplicate for a redreſs of grievances 
when there is no appearance of any but.in-the maginary.draughts 
of their own timorous fancies : when Subjes ſurpaſs the limits 
of modeſty in ſuch extravagant addreſſes, it is but Wiſdom in 
Princes to diſencourage: their, attempts , ſince the granting of 
ſome things would but give a freſh provocation to endleſs de- 
mands. Petitioners being like.dropſical.fiſh-natur*d ſippers, who 
by conſtant bibbing Metamorpheſe their ſtomacks into lime-pits, 
where moiſture prodnces fo contrary. an cffe&, that. the more 
they drink-the more they burn. | | 
We look upon the Oath of Allegiance asmade not only to bind 
Papiſts, but Proteſtants to obedience:. - 
We hold it nonſenſe-that Major ſizglis , ſhould be ſaid tobe 
_ Minor anwerſs;, 'at the-lame time a Soveraign, and yet a Subje& 
&f al] his SubjeRs :: And: we think it as-miſerable a: fallacy to, , 
divide the Prince into: a Perfonal and Politze capacity ,. and fo 
- uſher in a pretence of fighting for the King, when the Sword is 
.drawn againſt him. Ovrs being no Ele&ive Monarchy, we look 
upon the Crown as an inheritance entailed upon the lawful Heir, 
of which he ought not. to be diſpoſſeſſed by Perſons, that have 
-no authority to.take away theprivilege of. his Birthk-right : And 
to this we farther add;,. it- is ſomewhat diſingenuous for People 
forcibly to divert: all natural affeRtion , and compel a Prince to 
ſacrifice to the humour of the vulgar, one of the neareſt of his 
own Bloud. We had rather other, methods of ſecuring the 
Proteſtant Religion ,, ſo freely offered by His Majeſty might be 
accepted: of; and when all courſes are taken, which can lawfully 
. be uſed, the event muſt be left to: God alone, whoſe Proyidenee 
determins the ſucceſs of all intentions. | 


Sr, 


.theKing by debarring him of the privilege of t 
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- Sir, the deſign at fuſt propoſed of giving this curſory eſſay 
of etir Religion and Loyalty, was to intimate how the proceedings 
of the late Parliament , in 'many; things were very: far from 
obtaining of our approbation , * tow extravagantly ſocyes 
magnified and extolled by the applauding vulgar. [3 

- -For firſt, they run contrary to our ſentiments in Religion. 
- Did they not ule all the Spades and Mattocks of Seditious 
contrivances to undermine-the Foundation of our well eftabliſht 
Chyrch-Government ? Did they not envy us the ſupport of our 
chief Pillars, the Biſhops, whom they would firſt have made 
weaker and then pulled down ? Would they not have let in many 


beaſts of the Forreſt to our Vineyard, by making a breach in 


our fence, in taking out three ſtakes from our hedge of the 3 
Articles? Would they net have given encouragement to divide 
ons by granting liberty to difſent, and by removing of penalties, 
hare invited many to tranſgreſs ? Did- they not take up at+the 
ſecond hand many old artificesof innovating a change; as crying 
out againſt the unreaſonableneſs of Pluyalities, the inconvenience 
of Non-reſidence, and affirming the neceſſity of a redreſs of both ? 
And finally.did they not uſe all methods of irritating the vulgar ts 
vilify the Clergy, becauſe they were the chief oppoſers of Scdi- 
tion, and per{waders to Allegiance and uniformity. 


Then in oppoſition to Loyalty, , 


How arbitrary and magiſterial were their own proceedings , 
while they pretended to be doing nothingellſe but preventing the 
Arbitrary power of another ? ' How many Honeſt and Loyal 
Gemlemen did they force to do the penance of falling down and 
worſhipping them for ſpeaking blaſphemy againſt their authority, 
while Treaſon againſt a higher power paſt unqueſtioned ? How 
croſly and reſolutely did they always deny His Majeſties juſt 
demands, though they were to be employed for the Nations 
ſecurity? And at laft how ſaucily would they have cried down 

'& meaneft Subje, 
making it unlawful for ay one to turn his Creditor though on 
never fo good ſecurity ? This is not the moiety of what might 
be faid, but perhaps in this caſe: 


TIAiep JLroy mug. 
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EF hope all former miſcarriages may beobliterated in the aſhes of 
eblivioo and rak't up in the crnbers of an ardent and mutual affeR- 
ion between the King and his twa Houſes. I wiſh the ſameGentle. 
mor may be fenfible- of theit errors ; and fo become Achilleas 
Phyficians to cure the wounds which they themſelves have 
made in our Church and frate, Then will there be ſome 
encoprapement for us Academics to make a diligent progreſs 
inourStudics,while there remain rewards futable to bur tadours. 
Bue if prefermeats: muſt be taken away , if Benefices mult be 
mbnopoliz'd;and an equa} mzintenance allowed to the induſtrious 
and fluggiſh, ir will invite us to take rp fome more advantagious 
employment. This puts me in mindof a paſſage in a late vindi. 
cationof the Clergy, intimating, that if Charch-men were turned 
out-of their livelyhoods, they would rather than ſtarve, adven- 
tare to turtt Soldiers to recover ther. That is rather then the 
tube of £815 would be cauchant, as Iffachar under the burden of 
porerty, they would become fo many Fadah's, Sword-bearers to 
avenge themictves of their enemies. I may add, if ever the per: 
{ecutions-of the rabble reduce them to thisextremity (which God 
avert) wewhaare the Sos of the Prephers and bred in their School: 
ſhould garbey «p ou7 Fathers, and be intituled to the Church mili- 
cant, and dymg Martyrs in fo good-a cauſe, ſhould be in hopes 
of being tranſplanted to the rr:umphant. 
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Greater than Poets fancies ean create { 
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Thy Pradence for avertng that dire Fre 
Which lately did impend (however meant) 
Upon our-well eftaþtiſhe Government : 
When Cockatrighng States-men would have ſate 
And hatcht Rebellion ro irs Birth , but that 
Thy interpoſing pow'r, when grown too proud, 
Soon diſlipates the repreſenting croud ; 

And yer to ſhew how much you really prize 
Your Subjefts miſabuſed Liberties , 

By gracious Writs you ſoon give power unto 
Mechanick tools to frame the Houle anew ; 
And then leaſt ic. might grow infectious , 

By City Plagues remove it here to Us : 
Where th' droſs refin'd Air does mortify 
Contagious venoms by Antipathy : _ 
So.may it be , while here all Subjects learn 
Paſt errors by refle&tion to diſcern. - 
And th' knowlege of a.fault's ofie great degree, 
Unto th' amendment of deficiency. 

Bur 5: their fixed obſtinacy blind , 

_Theis hoodwiakt reaſon ſo, as not ro mind 
Fh!ampulles of;their duty,-bur-run on” _ 
Torth' jarring Chaos of Confuſton , 

Curb; Royal Chaxioteer, the hotſpur'd rout, 
Keep, ia the-reins and 4ire, their, fary out ; 
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Thou the true Phebuwart, ordain'd to guides; 
They but fond Phaetons whoſe giddy: pride, ) 
s ſtill ambirious 'of mounting higher, 
Till want of skall ſers all the World on Fire ; -- 
Thy prudence yet unparalell'd, knows how, - 
Beſt way to make ſuch ſtifneck/'d: Rebels bow: 
But when thy pow'r has forc'd them.to advance 
Back to their bounds of firm-Allegiance z- - + 
For to prevent Relapſes which attend 
New cures, a baſhful Muſe makes bold to-ſend: 
This ſhort advice. Recall that Liberty , | 
Extorted from your Royal Clemency ; 
Whence none within their-bounds of dury. ſtay,, 
But plead a Licenſe for to diſobey : 
x criticizzng Conſcience may reſiſt , 
And peeviſh. baggage do but whar ſhe liſt ; 
There never will want ſcruples to-withſtand 
The plaineſt orders of ſupreme command : 
] Nor is there hope the beſt contriv'd diſpnte, _ 

Should ſuch like wilfut errors e're contute , 
Plain arguing but few Converts will afford ; 
No Rhet'rick will ſuffice but that of th* Sword, 
Their biaſs'd humours never will comply , 
Till force reduce them to their Loyalty ; 
And only then they. te fitted to agree, 
Vhenbacks as tender as their conſcience be- 
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Takeup then Briti FJove thy Thunderboks i 
Of vengeance, and ftnke down ſuch ſtupid gli Þ 
To hotter Regions, where cheir ſenſe may feel | 
What 'tis 4andecd co burn with ardent Zeal;'! 
Andif their conſcience ben'tconſinn'd:in Hell 
But {till has force co prompc them co Rebel; 
'They'le learn from grim Belſebul”s Tyranay' 
That Hellic lf adanis of MO N4 4RC Hl. 
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